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152 WILLIAM AND MARY COLLEGE QUARTERLY. 

GORONWY OWEN. 

Poetry rarely blossoms in new countries, where the struggle for 
subsistence or wealth absorbs the public attention. Neverthe- 
less, it may be interesting to know that Virginia has been the 
residence of the three greatest poets who have lived on this con- 
tinent for any length of time. Each century since the founda- 
tion of the State has had its genius in poetry. 

In his room in Capt. Pierce's house at Jamestown, surrounded 
by his silkworms, George Sandys (uncle of Sir Francis Wyatt), 
whom Dryden pronounced "the best versifier of his age," turned 
the Latin of Ovid into exquisite English verse. 

The eighteenth century welcomed to Virginia the master 
spirit of Goronwy Owen, whose ode to his dead friend, Lewis 
Morris, written in the backwoods of Virginia, is pronounced by 
competent critics of Welsh verse a marvellous piece of mechan- 
ism and heart-stirring poetry. 

In the nineteenth century lived Edgar Allen Poe, who spent 
his youth and received his education in Virginia, and who, in all 
the essential elements of a poet's character, easily holds the first 
place among American-born poets. This claim safely rests upon 
the marvellous fantasies of his "Raven," upon the infinite pathos 
of his "Annabel Lee," and upon his "Bells," whose wonderful 
rhythm makes a bell of the soul swung through all the cadences 
of sound. 

But the particular subject of this article is Goronwy Owen, 
whose name, though resplendent among his countrymen, is 
hardly known among even educated Americans. The Latin 
equivalent of his name was Gronovius, and in adapting this to 
his English residence and public functions he used the short 
form, Gronow. In Welsh he signed himself "Gronwy"-gen- 
erally "Gronwy Ddu," or "Gronwy Ddu o' Fon," i. e., "Grono- 
vius the Black," or "Gronovius the Black of Anglesea," where 
he was born. Later he used the spelling, "Goronwy." His life 
had the features peculiar to so many of his kind. He was born 
of poor parents, had a struggling mode of existence, was ad- 
dicted to drink, and died neglected in a distant land. His coun- 
trymen could not honor him enough after his death. 

Goronwy was born the first day of the year 1722 (Old Style) 
in a remote and secluded part of Wales, at Llanfair Mathafarn 
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Eithaf, in the shire of Anglesea. While his father, Owen Go- 
Tonwy, a reckless ne'er do well, neglected his home for the brawls 
of the public tavern, his mother, Sian Parri, taught him the 
pure use of his native tongue, and sowed in the genial soil of his 
young mind the seeds which in after years produced such rich 
harvests. He fell, while a school-boy, under the notice of three 
brothers, Richard, William and Lewis Morris, literateurs of some 
means, and the last himself a poet of no small ability. 

Goronwy attended the grammar school at Bangor, and proved 
a zealous and persevering scholar, his love for linguistic studies 
proving almost a passion. He next entered Jesus College, Ox- 
ford, where he remained from 1741 to 1745, when he was 
ordained deacon of the Church of England. 

After this he successively served as curate of his native parish, 
Llanfair, of Oswestry, of Dunnington, of Walton near Liverpool, 
and of Northolt near London. 

During this time he was master of several neighborbng gram- 
mar schools, the pay of which served to swell the little salary, 
not exceeding fifty pounds, which he obtained at Northolt. 

In 1757, he was offered by the Bishop of London, through the 
influence, it is supposed, of the Earl of Powis, the place of mas- 
ter of the grammar school of the College of William and Mary, 
in Virginia. The salary, two hundred pounds sterling per an- 
num, was a tempting consideration to a half-starved genius, and 
so Goronwy, with his wife and three children, took ship for Vir- 
ginia. 

Before this time he had written many exquisite pieces of 
poetry, but the attempt to obtain funds enough for their publi- 
cation had failed. 

As shown by the Faculty minutes, Gronow Owen qualified at 
the college as master of the grammar school April 7, 1758. 

Of his life at William and Mary little is known, save that he 
married Mrs. Clayton,' sister of President Thomas Dawson, and 
she was his second wife. He remained two years, when he re- 
signed, and Mr. William Webb qualified as his successor Sept. 
25, 1660. 

The cause of the resignation is said to have been due to the 

1 In Bruton Parish register is the note of the birth of William Daw- 
son Clayton, son of James and Anne Clayton, in 17-. (The exact date 
is obliterated.) 

This content downloaded  on Sun, 3 Mar 2013 18:47:19 PM
All use subject to JSTOR Terms and Conditions

http://www.jstor.org/page/info/about/policies/terms.jsp


154 WILLIAM AND MARY COLLEGE QUARTERLY. 

merry habits of Mr. Owen, which induced him and Mr. Jacob 
Rowe, Professor of Moral Philosophy, to lead the students in a 
row with the young men of the town. This seems to have so 
exasperated the Board of Visitors and Governors that, by an 
order dated August 14, 1760, Mr. Rowe was ordered to remove 
himself and his effects from the college. 

Mr. Owen by resignation probably saved himself from the 
fate of Mr. Rowe, and was soon after nominated by Governor 
Francis Fauquier minister of St. Andrews Parish, in Brunswick,' 
one of the frontier counties. He died, and was buried there in 
1770. As his biographer, the Rev. Robert Jones, A. B., pro- 
fesses his inability to discover " any account of his home, of his 
parish or of his new life-partner," the annexed documents are 
printed in the hope that they may add some little further infor- 
mation to the bard's history. The people of Brunswick county 
were not scholars like Goronwy, but they were not as illiterate as 
the generality of the people of England at this time. There was 
no pauper class in Brunswick. John Lightfoot drove with his 
coach and six horses, and Major Nathaniel Edwards had his 
"double chair," and the people generally were comfortably fixed. 
Drinking and swearing were doubtless vices here as elsewhere in 
Virginia, but they were not carried to the excess that Goronwy 
Owen and his friends had carried them in England.2 The evi- 
dence is conclusive that Owen fared much better in Brunswick 
than he ever did in any of the parishes of Wales or England. 

1 Brunswick was formed provisionally into a county in 1720, but till 
1732 the justices for Prince George administered its affairs. 

2 Rev. Robert Jones writes as follows of the habits in England and 
Wales at this time: 

"Habits of drinking were in vogue in the last century. The reign of 
the Georges and that of intemperance were coeval. The finest fellow was 
he who could sit the longest over the wassail bowl and wine cup; while 
some meed of praise was reserved for the man who first disappeared 
-under the table, with brain throbbing and frame reeling from intoxica- 
'tion. This devotion to deep drinking was an immolation-a kind of 
martyrdom-in which the men of that day prided themselves. And with 
this firing of the brain the sensual appetites were let loose. They swore, 
they haunted the gaming table, they frequented the cock-pit, they lived 
in almost open concubinage. Nor were some of the clergy a whit behind 
the laity. They joined in the same pastimes, they inured themselves to 
the same habits." (Goronwy Owen's Life and Works, Vol. I., p. 102, 
be Rev. Robert Jones, B. A.) 
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He had a good salary, a comfortable home, his horses and his 
negroes. 

Of the personal appearance of Goronwy, Mr. Jones says: 'His 
frame was short and slender, but firm and wiry, supple too, and 
lithesome as an ash plant. He was of dark complexion-his hair 
and beard were quite black, the latter, even when closely shaven, 
peering out from his lip and chin. The eye, however, was his 
most remarkable feature. It's dark hue burst into light and fire 
under the influence of emotion." 

Rev. Goronwy Owen appears as a scholar, a preacher and a 
poet. As to his scholarship, Dr. Porteus, Bishop of London, 
spoke of him as "the most finished writer of Latin since the days 
of the Roman Emperors." 

Of his qualifications as a preacher we know enough of his 
habits to think very indifferently of them. But of his poetic 
talents his biographer and countrymen speak in unbounded 
praise. The poet Lewis Morris said that "Goronwy Owen was 
the greatest genius of this age that ever appeared in our coun- 
try." He was a perfect master of the Welsh language and Welsh 
metres. His ode on the "Last Day of Judgment" (Cywydd Y 
Farn Fawr) is said to be unsurpassed by any poem in any lan- 
guage in moral sublimity. And so his requiem on his dead 
friend, Lewis Morris, written in Brunswick county, Va. (Mar- 
wnad Lewys Morys Yswain) is not only touching in the depth 
of its pathos, but it accomplishes one of the greatest literary 
feats connected with the Welsh language. It is written in each 
of the four and twenty bardic metres, and, what makes the per- 
formance almost marvellous technically, every line terminates 
with the same syllable. Nor is this all. The first seven stanzas 
form what is termed a cadwin-a chain of Englynion, linked to- 
gether by making the word that terminates the former englynion 
the commencement of the succeeding one. 

The first edition of the poet's works was published in 1763, 
five years after Goronwy's departure for America. A second edi- 
tion appeared in 1817, a third in 1860, and a fourth, beautifully 
bound in gilt, edited by Rev. Robert Jones, B. A., in 1876. 

With the revival of Cymric literature, dating its new birth 
from the year 1820, Goronwy has been held by his countrymen 
in high estimation. To mark the sense of his classic attainments 
and genius, his countrymen in 1831 erected a beautiful tablet to 
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his memory in the Cathedral Church at Bangor, with a eulogistic 
inscription. 

Goronwy married three times. His first wife was Ellen 
Hughes, the daughter of Owen Hughes, a retired ironmonger 
and an alderman of Oswestry, in Shropshire. This marriage took 
place in August, 1747. By Ellen Hughes he appears to have 
had four children-Robert, Goronwy, Ellen and a child whose 
name is not given. Ellen was born in 1753, and died in 1755. 
His wife and youngest child died at sea on the way to Virginia. 
Soon after his arrival in Virginia, he married Mrs. Clayton, sis- 
ter of Dr. Thomas Dawson, president of the college, who died 
without issue within a year. His two sons Robert and Gronow 
were scholars at the college grammar school in 1757. Robert 
was living in 1798. About that time some admirers of his 
father in Wales wrote to inquire of him about his father. But 
the reply indicated that the son took but little interest in the 
Welsh people or the fame of his father. Its purport was "that 
before he gave the information he must first know who would 
pay him for it." Neither of the sons by the first wife-Robert 
or Gronow-left children, it is believed.' 

Rev. Goronwy Owen married, thirdly, in Brunswick county, 
Joan Simmons, by whom he had Richard Brown Owen, Gronow 
Owen and John Lloyd Owen.2 

Of them the following account was written for the Coltumbia 
(published at Wilkesbarre, Pa., March 10, 1892) by Dr. Whyte 
Glendower Owen: 

"John Owen married and emigrated to North Carolina; of 
him we have no record. 

'There is a marriage bond, however, at Brunswick Court-house, dated 

December 22, 1778, between Robert Owen and Sarah Richardson, daugh- 
ter of William Richardson, witnessed by Charles Harrison, John Smith 
and Lewis Brown. 

2Dr. Whyte Glendown Owen, great-grandson of the bard, says he had 

two sons, John and Richard B. Owen. But Rev. Thomas Davis, who went 
to school at William and Mary to Mr. Owen, says that the Gronow 
Owen of the first marriage died before his father. (See Works of ao- 
ronwy Owen, II., p. 287.) Moreover, in Gronow Owen's will the son Gro- 
now named therein follows after R. B. Owen, son of the third marriage. 
In 1791, Richard B. Owen and Gronow Owen witnessed the will of 
Beverley Brown, father of Beverley Batte Brown. In 1795, James Dalzel 
reported that Gronow Owen, son of the poet, was living near Mr. Henry 
Tazewell, in Brunswick or Greensville county. 

This content downloaded  on Sun, 3 Mar 2013 18:47:19 PM
All use subject to JSTOR Terms and Conditions

http://www.jstor.org/page/info/about/policies/terms.jsp


GORONWY OWEN. 157 

"Richard B. Owen, his youngest son, was born in Brunswick 
county, Va., 1767, and educated at William and Mary College. 
He was a merchant by occupation, and finally removed to Clai- 
borne, Ala., where he died in 1825. He married Susan Edwards 
of Virginia, in 1789, and the issue of this marriage, all of whom 
were born in Brunswick county, Va., were (1) William E., (2) 
George W., (3) Goronwy, (4) Richard B., (5) Franklin Lewis, 
(6) John H., (7) Robert Beverly, (8) Jane Gray. 

"William E. Owen, the grandson of the bard, was born in 1790, 
and later removed to Nashville, Tenn., where he resided till the 
period of his death, 1869. He served in the Mexican war, and at 
its close wore the stars of a colonel. Col. Owen first married 
Martha Hoover, and the issue of this marriage was William E., 
Jr., John and Philip Goronwy. He was united in marriage the 
second time to Phereby, daughter of Judge Robert Whyte of 
Nashville, and had one child, Whyte Glendower Owen. 

"William E. Owen, Jr., born in 1840, was reared and educated 
at Nashville. At the breaking out of the civil war, he at once 
enlisted in the Confederate ranks, and six months later sealed his 
devotion to the cause with his blood. 

"His soldier grave will well attest, 
Unto the passer by, 

That dulce et decorum est, 
Pro patria morn." 

"John H. Owen, born in 1850, was reared and educated in 
Nashville. He was a lawyer by profession, and practiced until his 
death in 1891. He left several daughters. 

"Philip Goronwy Owen, born in 1854, died young. 
"Whyte Glendower Owen, M. D., born in 1858, was reared in 

Louisiana, and graduated at Centenary College of that State in 
1876, with the degree of A. M. Studied medicine; was entered 
at the Charity Hospital of New Orleans, and received the doctor- 
ate from Tulane University of Louisiana in 1880. Since that 
date he has resided near White Castle, La., where he has been 
engaged continuously in the practice of his profession. Dr. 
Owen was married in 1883 to Jennie, daughter of Col. James S. 
Tuttle, a prominent sugar planter of Iberville, and has two chil- 
dren, James Tuttle Owen, born 1887, Glendower Owen, born 
1890. 

"George W. Owen, second grandson of the bard, born in Bruns- 
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wick county, Va., 1798, was a lawyer by profession, and settled 
in Mobile, Ala., where he figured conspicuously in the political 
arena for many years. Among other offices occupied by him was 
a seat in Congress, which he held for several consecutive terms. 
He married Louisa Hollinger and left one son and nine daugh- 
ters, all of whom married and had issue. He died in 1836. 

"Richard B. Owen, only son of the Congressman, married 
Louisa Stollenwerck, and had two daughters and three sons, 
George W., Julius, and Richard B. Owen, all of whom reside in 
Mobile. 

"Goronwy Owen, third grandson of the bard, died at the age 
of ten years. 

"Richard B. Owen, fourth grandson of the bard, was born in 
1796, and died young. 

"Franklin Lewis Owen, fifth grandson of the bard, was born in 
1803. He settled at Mobile, Ala., where he held several offices 
under the Federal government, among them collector of the port. 
He also engaged in mercantile pursuits. He was universally 
respected and beloved, and died in 1890. He married Elizabeth 
Maury, of Tennessee, and had the following children: (1) Rich- 
ard B., (2) Franklin L., (3) John, (4) Goronwy, (5) Philip 
A., (6) George W., (7) Elizabeth. 

"Richard B. Owen, eldest son of Franklin, was born in 1828. 
He was reared at Mobile, and received the degree of A. M. from 
the University of Alabama in 1847. He entered the legal fra- 
ternity and practiced the profession at the bar of Mobile, which 
county he also represented in the State Legislature. He served 
gallantly in the Confederate army during the civil war, and at its 
termination took up the tangled skein of his ruined fortunes 
and succeeded in rearing and educating a large family. Richard 
B. Owen is a courtly gentleman of the old school, and the high 
estimation by which he is regarded by his fellows is evinced by 
the fact that he was continuously elected mayor of Mobile from 
1879 to 1888, at which time he decided to retire to private life. 
Had his life been cast on different lines he would doubtless have 
enriched the literature of his country, for some of his fugitive 
pieces show the true poetic fire of his great ancestor. He was 
married to Anna, niece of ex-Governor Gayle, of Alabama, and 
had six children: (1) Franklin Lewis, (2) Elizabeth, (3) John 
M., (4) Richard B., (5) Gayle, (6) Anna. 
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"Franklin L. Owen, eldest son of the preceding, born in 1855, 
reared and educated in Mobile. He is in the employ of the L. & 
N. R. R. He married Eva Quigly, by whom he has two children, 
Albert M. Owen, born 1881, and Franklin L. Owen, born 1884. 

"Elizabeth Owen, second child of Richard B. Owen, born in 
1859, and married W. F. Norville, of Nashville, Tenn. 

"John M. Owen, born 1860, clerk by occupation. 
"Richard B. Owen, Jr., born 1862, teller of Mobile National 

Bank. 
"Gayle Owen, born 1864, in employ of A. M. R. R. at Annis- 

ton, Alabama. 
"John M. Owen, second son of Franklin Lewis Owen, born 

1830, lawyer by profession, and died without issue. 
"Franklin A. Owen, third son of Franklin Lewis Owen, born 

1832, and educated at the University of Alabama. He was an- 
other who wore the gray, and yielded up his life 4n defense of the 
doctrine of States Rights. 

"Goronwy Owen, M. D., fourth son of Franklin L., was born 
in 1834, received the degree of A. M. at the University of Ala- 
bama in 1854, and three years later that of M. D. from the Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania. He located in Mobile, but "war's loud 
alarums" shortly summoned him "to the tented field," and for 
the next four years his skill was displayed as surgeon in the Con- 
federate army. He resumed practice at Mobile, and was shortly 
called to the chair of obstetrics in the Alabama Medical College, 
which position he still fills with credit to himself and honor to 
the college. He married Susan Norris, of Selma, Ala., and has 
three children, Goronwy, Carrolton N. and Susie. 

"Goronwy Owen, Jr., son of the preceding, born in 1860, was 
educated at the University of Alabama, and is a prosperous 
cotton merchant of Columbus, Miss. He first married Augusta 
Peters at Meridian, Miss., by whom he had one child, William N. 
Owen, and married the second time Pauline Mahr, of Mobile, by 
whom he has two children, Pauline and Goronwy Owen. 

"Carrolton N. Owen, second son of Dr. Owen, was born in 
1885. He graduated in medicine at the Alabama Medical Col- 
lege, and is associated in practice with his father. 

"Susie Owen was the only daughter and pet of the Doctor's 
household. Beautiful, fascinating and accomplished, she was 
too sweet a flower to long remain in the "rosebud garden of 
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girls," and ere "eighteen summers had smiled o'er her head," 
her heart was stolen, and her hand bestowed on Albert Quigly, of 
Mobile, Ala. 

"Philip A. Owen, fifth son of Franklin Lewis, born in 1833, 
was educated in Alabama, and appointed from that State a 
lieutenant in the United States Army, in which he attained the 
grade of captain. When the civil war occurred he retained his 
allegiance to the "Stars and Stripes," and was the only de- 
scendant of Goronwy Owen who wore the blue. He died in 1880. 
He married Margaret, daughter of Col. Wright, U. S. A., and 
left two children, Franklin Lewis and Margaret. 

"Franklin L., son of Captain Owen, is lieutenant in the 
Eighth Infantry, U. S. A. 

"George W. Owen, sixth son of Franklin Lewis, born in 1838, 
was educated in Alabama, and saw "grim visaged war" as a sol- 
dier in the ranks of the Confederate Army. Is engaged in busi- 
ness at Columbus, Miss. 

"Jane Gray, only granddaughter of the bard, married Robert 
Curry, of Nashville, Tenn. Her daughter, Jennie, married Dr. 
W. P. Jones, a prominent physician, for many years superin- 
tendent of the Insane Asylum of Tennessee. 

"This terminates the history of the descendants of Goronwy 
Ddu o' Fon. Some of them have served their country 'in the 
forum and the camp'; others have distinguished themselves in 
the liberal professions, and all of them have been honorable, 
upright Southern men, commanding the respect and good will of 
the various communities in which their fates were cast." 

EXTRACTS FROM THE VESTRY Booi OF ST. ANDREWS PARISH.' 

At a meeting of the Vestry of Saint Andrews parish held 25 Aug., 
1760: 

"Ordered that the Reverend Gentlemen Mr Patrick Lunan and Mr 
Gronow Owen be received into this Parish as Probationers until the 10th 
November next and that they be paid the usual salary for a minister to 
be divided between them in proportion to the time of their attendance in 
the said Parish." 

At same meeting is the following: 
"To the Honorable Francis Fauquier Esq His Majesties Lieutenant 

' Kindly furnished the editor by Judge N. S. Turnbull, of Lawrence- 
ville, Brunswick county, Va. 
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Governor and Commander in Chief of the Colony and Dominion of Vir- 
ginia. 

"The Petition of the Church Wardens and Vestry of the parish of 
Saint Andrew humbly shews- 

"That the Vestry being applied to the Reverend Mr Patrick Lunan 
and since such application by the Reverend Mr Gronow Owen who had 
Your Honours letter of Recommendation directed to us and they being 
entire strangers to us- We therefore have agreed with the said Gentle- 
men to take them both upon trial until 10th of November next. And 
taking it into consideration that Your Honour may in the mean time 
make Presentation into the parish of such Minister as Your Honour 
shall please. We therefore humbly petition Your Honour that in your 
clemency you'l suffer us to make Trial of these Gentlemen and at the 
expiration of such time choose for ourselves- And Your Petitioners as 
in duty bound shall ever pray &c. 

"Edw Goodrich ) 
"Robt Briggs Ch. wardens." 

At a meeting held 22 Aug., 1761: 
"This day was shown to the Vestry and read a presentation from the 

Honourable Francis Fauquier Esq His Majesty's Lieutenant Governor 
and Commander in Chief of the Colony and Dominion of Virginia insti- 
tuting, collating and inducting the Reverend Gronow Owen into the 
Parish of Saint Andrew and into the Rectory, Benefice and Cure thereof 
bearing date under the seal of the Colony 14th September, 1760." 

At same meeting: 
"Ordered that the Reverend Gronow Owen's salary begins on New 

Years day last." 
At a meeting held 13th April, 1762: 
"This day the Reverend Gronow Owen appeared in Vestry and agreed 

to take 1000 lbs of Tobacdo per annum in lieu of Glebe during his life 
or incumbency in this Parish." 

At a meeting held 24th November, 1762: 
"Ordered that the Collector pay the Reverend Gronow Owen ?2. 10 

for keeping and carrying to church the Sacramental Plate the ensuing 
year." 

At a meeting held 14th December, 1764: 
"Ordered that ?19. 9 be paid Reverend Gronow Owen for providing 

wine for the sacrament the past year." 
At a meeting held 22 July, 1769: 
"Ordered that the Ch. Wardens prosecute a suit against the Execu- 

tors of Reverend Gronow Owen deed, for ballance of the Tobacco overpaid 
him for the part of his salary due for the past year, which appears to 
be 8500 lbs." 

His salary was fixed at 16000 lbs of Tobacco; for Cask & shrinkage, 
1120 lbs of Tobacco; in lieu of Glebe, 1000 lbs of Tobacco. Total, 181201 
lbs of Tobacco. 

1 Worth about 90 ? currency, or about 60 ? sterling. 
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162 WILLIAM AND MARY COLLEGE QUARTERLY. 

The Records show that he attended nearly every one of the Vestry 
Meetings during his incumbency. 

FROM T:EE ORDER BOOKS OF BRUNSWICK COUNTY.' 

Brunswick county the twenty-seventh Day of May, 1765. 

Present, Nicolas Edwards John Jones 
Drury Stith Sterling Edmunds 
John Clack Henry Cock 
William Thornton Sylvanus Stokes 

* * * * * * * * 

The Grand Jury returned the following presentment to-wit: The 
Reverend Gronow Owen for getting drunk. The same for profane swear- 
ing. By the information of John Maclin Sen. 

* * * * * * * * 

At a Court &c. 27 day of July 1765 
* * * * * * * * 

The Reverend Gronow Owen who stands presented by the Grand Jury 
for getting drunk having been duly served with a copy of the said pre- 
sentment and not appearing to gainsay the said presentment, it is con- 
sidered that for the said offence he forfeit and pay to the Church 
wardens of St. Andrews parish where said offence was committed five 
shillings or fifty pounds of tobacco to the use of the poor of said parish 
and that he pay the cost of this prosecution, and may be taken &c. 

FROM THE WILL BOOKS OF BRUNSWICK COUNTY.2 

In the name of God Amen. 

I Gronow Owen of the parish of Saint Andrew's in the County of 
Brunswick do make my last Will and Testament in manner as followeth, 
Viz: 

First I resign my Soul into the hands of Almighty God trusting and 
not doubting the resurrection to Eternal life and as to my worldly estate 
which it hath pleased God to bestow on me in this life I give and devise 
as followeth. Item I give and bequeath to my dearly beloved wife Iona 
Owen the plantation and land where my dwelling House is, during her 
life and after her decease to be equally divided among my four sons 
namely. Robert Owen, Richard Brown Owen. Gronow Owen and John 
Loyd Owen to them and their Heirs for ever. As to my personal estate 
I leave it to the discretion of my Executors. 

I do nominate and appoint William Brown and Beverly Brown Ex- 
ecutors of this my last Will and Testament. Whereof I have hereunto 

' Copied by the Editor. 

2Copied by Judge N. S. Turnbull, of Lawrenceville, Brunswick Co., 
from the Will Books in the Clerk's Office. 
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set my hand and affix my Seal this third day of July one thousand seven 
hundred & sixty-nine. 

Gronow Owen (L. S.) 
Signed, sealed & Delivered 
In presence of 
Drury Birchet Junr. 

Frances Parham 
Sarah Brown. 

At a Court held for Brunswick County the 26th day of March, 1770. 
This will was presented in Court by William Brown and Beverly Brown 
the Executors therein named proved by the oaths of Drury Birchett Junr. 
and Sarah Brown two of the Witnesses thereto and ordered to be 
recorded. And the said Executors now in Court refusing to take upon 
themselves the burthen of the execution thereof. On the motion of 
Daniel Fisher Gent. who made oath according to law certificate is 
granted him for obtaining letters of administration on the said decedent's 
estate with the Will annexed giving security. Whereupon the said 
Daniel Fisher with William Brown his security entered into and acknow- 
ledged their bond in the penalty of one thousand pounds for the said 
Daniel Fisher's due and faithful administration on the said decedent's 
estate and performance of his Will. 

Test Edw Fisher Cl. Court. 

An inventory and appraisement of the Estate of the Reverend Mr. 
Groner Owen, deceased, taken the 24th day of April, 1770.1 

? s. d. 
A negro named Peg Old . . .......................... 12 10 
A negro wench named Young Peg . .................. 40 
A do boy, Bob . .................................... 30 
A do boy, Stephen . ................................ 15 
A Desk Black Walnut ......... .................... 3 10 
Six Walnut chairs . ................................ 3 10 
A Smaller ditto, .................. ... .. ... ... . . 1 5 
A Bed and furniture, ......... ..................... 4 
A large looking glass . . ............................ 1 10 
A small dressing glass . ............................ 10 
6 maps . .......................................... 1 
7 pictures 25 s. 1 painted chest 4 s .. ................ 1 9 
1 painted table 7-6, 5 Rush bottom chairs 7-6 . ........ 15 
1 Corner cubbard 20 s., 1 painted cubbard, 2-6 . ....... 1 2 6 
1 Cow and yearling . .............................. 1 17 6 
2 heifers, 37-6, 1 grey mare 40 s ................... 3 17 6 
1 grey horse . ...................................... 15 
1 stone jugg 1-3, 2 large pewter dishes 15 s ........... 16 3 
9 pewter plates, 11-3, 1 iron pott, 2-6 . .............. 13 9 

'Copied from the will books by the Editor. 
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.? s. d. 
1 brass kettle 12-6, 1 gun 12-6 . . .................... 1 5 
A parcel of earthen ware &c 3-9, 1 Xcut saw 17-6, .... 1 1 3 
1 grindstone 6, 1 spade 3-9, 1 Ink stand 6 s . . 10 3 
2 hand Boards of Walnut 3-9, 3 knives & forks 2, ..... 5 9 
1 coffee pott 4, 1 chair &c ?10 . ...................... 10 0 4 
Book Folios, 1 large comon prayer Book .10 
Ainsworth Quartio Dictionary . . .................... 1 10 
Collection of Poems. 5 
3 years Travel thro' China . .1 3 
English Creed Consentry &c . .1 3 
2 Sermons, . .2 6 
West Defence (Octavo) of the Christian Revelation, 2 6 
2 Magazines 1-3, Rogers Dictionary 7-6 .8 9 
Lelands Views of Writers, 2 vols., . ...10 

Shaws Practice of Physic, 2 vols.. 10 
Prideaux Connection, 2 vols., .7 6 
Mainwarings acet of Classick Authors, 11 5 
Lewis's Preservation, I vol . . 2 6 
Sherlock on Death ................................ 1 
Combers Occasional Officers, .... .. .3 9 

Taylors Holy Living . .3 9 
Sherlocks Discourses, 2 vol.,........................ 3 
Walker's Epectitus .1 
Milton's Poems, 2 vols., l2mo, .6 
King's Pantheon . .1 3 
A parcel of old Authors, Greek, Latin, Hebrew, Welch 

and French, in number, 150 . ................. 3 0 4 
The Xtian's patern . .2 6 
Universal Gazeteer .5 
Terrence's Play, by .2 6 
The Sanctuary of a Troubled Soul. 1 3 
Taylor's rule of conscience .7 6 

149 6 4 
John Clack 
Thomas Stith 
Francis Young ) 

Returned into Brunswick Court the 26th day of November, 1770. 

LIBRARY OF REV. WILLIAM KEY. 
Although some of the ministers of Virginia in colonial days were 

addicted to vices unworthy of their calling, they seem to have been, with 
rare exceptions, men of university training. In Lurnenburg, I found 
recorded the library of the Rev. William Key, or Kay, as his name is 
also written. He was a graduate of Trinity and Emanuel Colleges at 
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